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The Flag is flying high. It looks good with the sun 
shining on it and it even looks better at night with 
the two spot lights picking up it’s color. 
 
The new flag pole is only part of our new entrance 
area. The stepping stones we used to have were 
often covered by the rocks and were dangerous to 
walk on. We now have two ramps that have rail-
ings and with lights that come on at dusk. 

In addition to looking good, the entrance area is 
practical and safe. We also had new steps put in 
on the east side of the front entry way. In addition, 
we did some landscaping in the front yard (south 
west corner) around the sign. Come by and see it, 
we think you will like it! 

          � � � �� � � � � 	� � 	� � 
 	� � 
 � 
 	
� � � �� � � � � 	� � 	� � 
 	� � 
 � 
 	�� 	� �� � � � 	� 	� 
 � 	� � � 	� 
 � � �� 
 	� �� 
 	� � 	� 
 � � �	� 
 	� 
 � 	� 	
�� � 	� � 	� 
 �� 	� � 
 � � � �� � 	� � 
 	� � 
 � 
 	� � � 	� � 
 	� � ��� � � � �	� � 
 	� 
 � � � �� � � 	� ���� � 
 � � 		
� �� � �� � 
 � 		� � 
 	� 
 � � � � � 
 � � 	� � 	� ���� � 
 � 	� � � � 
 � � � 
 � 	� � 
 	� � 
 � 
 �	� � � � � 
 ��	 �� !
� �
 	" #� � � �	� � 
 � 
 � � � 	� � � 
 	� 
 #� � � � �� � � 	� � 	� � � � 	� � 	� ��	� � 
 	� � � � � �	$ ��	$ � 
 � �#� � 	
� 
 � � 	%
 � 
 � � 	��� � � 	
 � 	� � 
 	� 
 � � �� 
 	� � 	� � 
 	� � 
 � 
 	� � � 	� � 
 	� 
 � �� 
 � 
 � �	� � � �� 
 � 	
� � � 
 � � 	� � � 	�� � �� �� 
 � �� 	&� ' 
 	� � � �� � � � � 	� � � � �
 � 	� � � 	� � 
 	� � � 
 	%
 ��� 
 � � 	� � 	
� � 
 � � 
 � 	� 
 � 	 � �� 
 � 	� 
 � � ��
 � 	� � 
 	� � 
 
 	� � � 	� � 
 	�� &&� 	� �� � 	� 
 #� � � � �� � � 	� � � � 	
� � 
 	#� ��� � 
 � 	#� � 	� � ' 
 	� �� � 	� � 
 � �	

Pictured left are Santa’s Happy 
Helpers, Kent Katch, Waste Man-
agement and Steve Staub, Home 
Builders of Greater Des Moines. 

Pictured right Home Builders  
Of Greater Des Moines, Cor-
rie Asure, Kent Katch, Steve 
Staub, Sarah Hoover, Dan 
Collins and Kim Guyer. 

Pictured above are helpers 
from All American Turf 
Beauty lighting up the pe-
rimeter of the property. 
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     RESIDENT LETTERS 

 
 

 
My name is Jack Showalter, and I am now 20 months old. My mother was very sick before I 
was born. She had pre-eclampsia and toxemia. Because she was so sick the doctors and Mercy 
Hospital (in Mason City) decided she needed an emergency c-section. So, they flew my mom in 
a helicopter to Des Moines Mercy Hospital, where she delivered me. I weighed 2 pounds and 
12 ounces. The doctors and nurses took really good care of me while I was in the hospital. I was 
in the NICU for 36 days. 
 
My mom Jori, is a 4th grade teacher at Hampton-Dumont Community Schools. My dad, Matt, 
is a farmer. We raise corn, soybeans, hay, hogs and cattle. Saying “MOOO” and “Tractor”  are 
two of my favorite words. 

 
My parents often tell me how much they enjoyed staying at your house. They stayed there for 30 days. They tell me, 
that at first it seemed awkward, and they felt guilty going to the refrigerator and cupboards and eating the food. But, 
after a while they began to feel at home. They say that there are no words to describe the love and comfort that they 
received while staying there. Ronald McDonald, thanks again for everything you did to help my family while I was in 
the hospital.  

 
 
I hope this letter finds all of you happy and healthy this holiday season! We have been 
gone now for 4 years, and we still think of you always! Ronald McDonald House 
changed our lives. You made what seemed like an endless journey have hope. Thanks for 
all you have done for not only us, but families all over. You are true angels. 
 
Best Wishes 
Michelle, Chuck, Jordan and Trey Sandvig 

 
 
 
It’ s been awhile since we were at the Ronald McDonald House. We spent about 
6 weeks at the House. Everyone was  so supportive in helping us feel at home. 
Some days were worse that others. Many of you knew that I had just lost my 
mother a month before Noah was born and it was a tremendous experience for 
our entire family to go through and Noah being diagnosed with a rare genetic 
disorder called “Walker-Warburg Syndrome” . We have learned a lot about how 
very difficult it can be raising a severely challenged child and being able to care 

for him. Noah feels and senses our love we  all have for him. I look back over this past year and know God was giv-
ing us a very important journey and he has taught us a lot and also brought our family and friends closer together. 
 
Thanks so much for everyone at the Ronald McDonald House. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Mark, Betty, Jacob & Noah Graves 
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                  Volunteer Profiles 

At the January 13th, board meeting, five new board members were elected to the board along with twenty returning 
members. We welcome our new members: 

Jan Mackey, is a Pediatric Social Worker  and has been at Mercy for the past 7 years. Previous to that she worked at 
Blank Children’s Hospital for 7 years. She has a B.A. degree from UNI and her Masters from ISU. She serves on two 
State of Iowa Boards, the State of Iowa Early Access Council and the State Child Death Review Team. She has 4 
children. With one of them she has stayed at both the Iowa City and Rochester, MN Ronald McDonald Houses and of 
course has referred some of her patient families to the Des Moines House. 

Julie Martin has worked for Meredith Corporation since 1989 and is currently the Marketing 
Director. After graduating from the University of Iowa, she worked for UPS before joining 
Meredith. Julie lives in Urbandale with her Husband Greg and their three children, Chad, Jill 
and Reece. For recreation Julie likes to run and play golf. She was a very active member of 
the Fall Gala Committee in 2004 and she will serve as co-chairperson of the committee with 
Gina David this year. 

Dr. Torrey Mitchell is a Pediatric Oncologist at Blank Children’s Hospital. He came to Des 
Moines in 2002 after serving as an Associate Professor at the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine. He is a native of Cincinnati and a graduate of the University of Cincinnati Medical 
School. He lives in West Des Moines with his wife Linda. She hastwo college age children and 
he has three adult children. He enjoys barbershop singing, amateur radio, computers and pho-
tography. Dr. Mitchell was active with the Ronald McDonald House in Chicago as the Camp 
Doctor at their “One Step At A Time Camp”. 

 
 
Shawne Ungs works for Integer QSR and has worked on the McDonald’s Restaurant account for 
10 years. She is involved with their local marketing and advertising and as a result, she has helped 
with many Ronald McDonald House projects; Golf Event, Pop Tabs and Grants. Shawne lives in 
Boone with her husband, Jayme and their 2 1/2 year old son, Ryan. She enjoys reading and cook-
ing and is active with her Sorority, Alpha Omicron Pi. 

Siobhan Workman is a Vice President with Grubb & Ellis, Mid-America Pacific. She has 
been in the Office Management & Real Estate Management business since graduating from 
Boston College in 1988. She continued her education obtaining her MBA from Suffolk 
Univerity in Boston. In addition to raising her two daughters, Katherine 5 and Meghan 3, Sio-
bhan has a full and active schedule. She is a graduate of the Greater Des Moines Leadership  
Institute, class of 2003-2004. She has been on the board of IREM (Institute of Real Estate 
Management) and is the incoming president for 2005. She has been an active volunteer with 
United Way and Make-A-Wish Foundation. She has participated in our Golf Event and the 
Fall Gala Event the past four years. She was on the Gala Committee in 2003 and served as the 
chairperson of this committee in 2004. 
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The Ronald McDonald House of Des  Moines, Iowa  is supported by the donations of individuals and local businesses. 
We would like to thank  all of the people who have made these generous donations to support the House. The following 
is a list of donations posted through the above dates. Should there be any omissions please write, call or e-mail the  
House. 

 DONORS 
Aldrich, Patricia 
Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, Ames, IA 
Amvets Auxiliary, #42 
Anderson, Jon & Nancy 
Andrews, John & Cynthia 
Avondale United Methodist Church 
Baker, Terry 
Barton Solvents 
Beiermann, Sylvester & Lori 
Bell, Patsy 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Sunday  
   School 
Bettle Family Foundation 
Bissell, Jerry & Bonnie 
Bradley’s Pub, Inc. 
Bray, Richard & Donna 
Brown, Mrs. Molly 
Classic Chevy of Central Iowa 
Clearfield United Methodist Church 
Composting Concepts 
Cran, Scott & Tara 
Crazees, The 
Dailey, James & Marilyn 
Dakota Community Fund 
Davis, Norma 
Des Moines White Shrine, #43 
Dillard’s 
Downing, Jim & Sharon 
Edwards, Don & Darla 
ELFSBORG WELCA 
Ernst, Dennis & Mary 
Fairview Working Band 
FISERV Foundation 
Galligan, Lori 
Geller, Jerome & Barbara 
Goll, Dan & Traci 
Hansch, Gordon & Lois 
Hardy Trinity Lutheran Church 
  Women 
Hawkins, Karen 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
Immanuel Reformed Church,     
   Women 
Iowa Chapter of the Society of  
   Design Administrators 
Iowa Cornbelt Campers 

Iowa Jaycees 
Juhler, David 
Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity 
Karsh & Hagan 
Kerr, John & Nancy 
Kinback, Mark 
Knapp Sisters’  Club Lambs 
LaSertoma Club 
Lauritsen, Steven & Sherri 
Levich, Troy & Cynthia 
Martin, Richard & Lisa 
McCarthy, Azlyn 
Morozov, Igor 
Mozena, Ronald & Wanda 
Narigon, Jon & Linda 
Nelson, Forrest & Virginia 
Nielsen, Judi 
Nielsen, Warren 
Nieuwenhuis, Nick 
Ohrt, David 
Order of the Eastern Star, Chap. 513 
Pleasant Prairie Methodist Church 
Plymouth Congregation Church 
Preister, P.S. 
Principal Financial Group, Retail IS 
   Department 
Principal Financial Group, RIS  
   Consulting 
Principal Financial Group, #340  
   Sales Engineering Dept. 
Pyramid Farms, Inc. 
Reising, Richard & Arlene 
Richardson, Gwendolyn & Jim 
Sarasio, Marilyn 
Scheetz, Michael 
Schroeder, Lorna 
Scott, James & Margaret 
Showalter, Matt & Jori 
Simonson, Audrey 
Simpson College 
Skoog, Steven 
Society of Italian American-   
   Auxiliary 
St. Peters Lutheran Church Women,  
   ELCA 
Storey Kenworthy 
Strait, George & Tammy 

Swanson, Howard Mr. & Mrs. 
Syverson, Philip & Carol 
Timpe, James & Donell 
USA Today 
Varina United Methodist Church, 
   Women 
Vedders, Jim & Regina 
Woman’s Life Insurance Society, 
   #18 
Young, Violet Charitable Trust 
Zidlicky, John & Joan 
 
I llinois Tool Works Foundation, 
Employee Matching Program 
Mozena, Wanda 
 
ING, Employee Giving Campaign 
Dale,Patrick 
 
Stop N Shop 4 Charity Fundraiser 
Bead Creations 
Elements Home Spa, Inc. 
Longaberger Baskets 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 
Party Lite Candles 
Silpada Jewelry 
Tastefully Simple 
 
 
    Wells Fargo Community  
               Campaign 
Anonymous 
Crippen, Kelly 
Flethcher, Theresa 
Lambartz, Kimberly 
Pieton, David 
Poppe, James 
 
Celebrating the Wedding of  
John and Nancy Showalter: 
From: Boyington, Thad & Nancy-
From: Heilskov, Terry & Marsha 
From: Parks, Sharon 
From: Rooney, Gary 
Winters, Ryan & Monica  
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   MEALS &  BAKED GOODS 
Alpha Delta Pi Omega Xi Chapter 
   (ISU) 
Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, Ames 
Ambrose, Jean 
American Republic Insurance 
Blythe, Erin 
Boy Scout Troop, #44 
Boyd, Jae 
C&J Leasing 
Communications Data Services 
Dearden, Sue, Doug, Chelsea & 
   Jacob 
Drake, Joel & Family 
Eason Elementary, Ms. Shediwy’s 
   3rd Grade Class 
Faith Lutheran Church, Youth  
   Group 
Ft. Des Moines Church of the  
   Open Bible 
Garrett, Jenna 
Girl Scout Troop, #344 
Harding, Mary 
Hellman, Spencer 
Hinkle, Nick & Cindy 
Kiener, Frank & Mary 
Longleg, Adam 
Martensdale Community Church 
Mica, John & Janeen 
Murphy, Mary 
Nelson, Grant 
O’Donnell, Jack & Marilyn 
Point of Grace Church 
Polk, Afton 
Prairie Ridge Church 
Principal Financial Group,  
   Individual Life I/T #253 
Rhein, Lynn 
Rising Home School Stars 
Simpson College 
Summit Middle School, Ms. Irvine’s 
   Community Pride Class 
United Methodist Church of Car- 
   lisle, Skip Group 
United Way of Central Iowa 
Urbandale High School, Mrs. 
   VanSteenvoorts Connections 
   Class 
VanSteenvoort, Angie 
Walnut Creek Community Church 
West Des Moines School, Service 
   Learn Kids 
 
 

         INKIND 
Adams, Raquel 
Anderson, Chris & Julia 
Anderson, Terry & Tina 
Appanoose County Farm Bureau 
Argenta, Wendy, Tony, Dustie, 
Kevin 
   Haley & Brooklyn 
Baker, Carroll & Leann 
Barilla America, Inc. 
Bedford, Alyssa 
Brownie Troop, #834 
Broyles, Mr. & Mrs. Junior 
Burkett, Debbie 
Bush, Jason & Misty 
Cambria Baptist Church, Rise Up 
   Youth Group 
Crapser, Merna 
Crawford, Holly 
Crawford, Megan 
Crazees, The 
Creston Post Office 
Cunningham, Sharon 
Des Moines Orthopedic Surgeons 
DiPaolo, Jenni 
Dudek, Michelle 
Eason Elementary, Mrs. Behnken- 
   dorf’s,  5th Grade Class 
Enright, Charlotte 
Fay, Phyllis 
First Reformed Church R.C.W. 
Friends Church 
Goodrell Middle School 
Greenberg, Teena 
Hellman, Pam 
Howard, Hazel 
Iowa State Daily 
Jared—The Galleria of Jewelry 
Johnson, Jacob 
Jones, Sharon 
Link, Ruth 
Lucs, Arnie & Kathy 
Mahaska County Farm Bureau 
Marion County Farm Bureau,   
   Women’s   Committee 
Marold, Mindy 
Marvelli, Stephanie & Jason 
McFarland, Brooke 
McMilan, Kim 
Morris Elementary PTA 
PEO, Chapter JZ 
Polk County Treasurer 
Principal Financial Group, Group 
   Plan Administration 

Quick, Teresa 
Rorabaugh, Tina 
Ruby, Valerie & Samantha 
Ruch, Leroy 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church 
Stone Container Corporation 
Storey Kenworthy 
Summit Middle School 
Swanson, Isabelle 
UNICCO 
Vos, Willa Mae 
Wagner, Elizabeth 
Ward, Lynne 
West Central Valley High School,  
   Resource Student 
Winnebego Camping Group 
Workman, Siobhan 
 
 MEMORIALS 
 
In memory of Judy Bailey: 
From: John & Jennifer Flaugh 
 
In memory of Hal Bolton &   
Sisters: 
From: Bernice Bolton 
 
In memory of Dor ita Cranston: 
From: MacRae. Mr. & Mrs. A.S. 
 
In memory of Lenore F. Dennis: 
From: Behne, Parke 
From: Beyer, Cindy 
From: Brenton, William Mrs. 
From: Brenton, Woody & Julie 
From: Carlisle, Danny 
From: Child, Frank 
From: Conner, Dudley & Sally 
From: Dennis, Colleen 
From: Dennis, Wayne Supply  
   Em ployees 
From: Evens, Nick 
From: Foster, Michael & Patricia 
From: Frecentese, Anthony 
From: Furlong, Carolyn 
From: Grady, Junean 
From: Hogan, Camille 
From: Hubbell, James, Jr. 
From: Hunter, John & Ellen 
From: Moss, Anna Bell 
From: Palis, Ray & Mary Jo 
From: Penaluna, Thomas & 
   Virginia 
Continued on page  6 
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Memorials Continued 
In memory of Lenore F. Dennis: 
From: Pomerantz, Robert & Mary Jo 
From: Porter, John 
From: Sibbernsen, David & Phyllis 
From: Simpson, Jack & Wally Sue 
From: Simpson, Mary 
From: Skarlis, James 
From: Wagner, Ralph & Patricia 
From: Weinberg, Kathleen 
From: Willis & Moore, Inc. 
From: Wilson, Bernice 
From: Young, Cathy 
From: Zeiser, John & Adele 
In memory of Eloise Dickinson: 
From: Anderson, Orval 
From: Aten, Marilyn 
From: Baehr, Bill & Pat 
From: Bearden, E.R. & Oleta 
From: Becker, John & Julie 
From: Becker, Robert 
From: Becker, Shirley 
From: Bramwell, Willis & Leslie 
From: Brown, Marilyn 
From: Brown, William & Nancy 
From: Cahill, Denny & Peggy 
From: Campbell, Tom 
From: Canfield, Robert & Sally 
From: Canney, Michael & Anita 
From: Carlson, Nancy & Gregg 
From: Cone, Sally 
From: Conner, Robert & Shirley 
From: Davey, Patrick & Martha 
From: David, Gina 
From: Davis, Stanley & Marilyn 
From: Deveny, Patrick 
From: Dickinson, Robert & Vivian 
From: Donnelly, Janet & Dennis 
From: Edwards, Harold & Carol 
From: Glick, Ruth 
From: Grimm, Kevin 
From: Hartlieb, Chuck & Elizabeth 
From: Hartline, Lois 
From: Hartman, David 
From: Hellman, Pam 
From: Hiersteiner, Shirley 
From: Hopkins, T.A. & Anita 
From: Ickowitz, Kathleen 
From: Jewett, Eleanor 
From: Kruse, Paul & Teresa 
From: Larew, Rev. & Mrs. Francis 
From: Laster, Donald & Debra 
From: Legislative Services Agency 

In memory of Eloise Dickinson: 
From: Lerdal, Susan 
From: Lewis, Gary 
From: Lewis, Robert & Susan 
From: MacDonald, Mr. & Mrs.   
   John 
From: Maddox, R.L. & Mary 
From: Mathson, Dick & Pat 
From: McCartan, John 
From: Miller, Norman & Brenda 
From: Moles, Dick & Carolyn 
From: Myers, Marilee 
From: Nesbit, Ronald & Jeanne 
From: Nesheim, Mike 
From: O’Brien, Mary & Todd 
From: Page, Jan Larson 
From: Patterson, Joanne & Joseph 
From: Percival, Michael & Connie 
From: Ramsey, Lenny 
From:  Raymond, Darlene &  
  Joseph 
From: Rogers, Patty 
From: Rouman, John 
From: Rutherford, Mr. & Mrs.  
   Fred 
From: Ryan, Joseph & Madonna 
From: Ryden, Richard 
From: Schropp, Lois 
From: Sink, Patricia 
From: Soener, Roger & Heather 
From: Spurlock, Jean 
From: Spurlock, Pat & Bruce 
From: Stanard, James & Nancy 
From: Stueckrath, Westley &  
   Janice 
From: Sturges, Russell & Patricia 
From: Warrington, Lila 
From: Wetherell, John & Joan 
From: White, Jeanne 
From: Wolf, Tim & Mary 
From: Young, Helen 
 
In Memory of Michael John Flam: 
From: Flam, John & Rosemary 
 
In memory of Benjamin Mollett: 
From: Mollett, Arnold & Vicki 
 
In memory of their  mother: 
From: Olkon, Mrs. & Mrs. Sheldon 
 
 

In memory of Mardella Reed: 
From: Berkey, Connie 
From: Harvery, John & Donna 
From: Parks, Alfred & Linda 
From: Reed, Ray 
 
In memory of Helen Scr ivner : 
From: Deeter, Leonard & Betty 
From: Emergency Management 
   Volunteers 
From: Gaudineer, Karen 
From: Riley, Ronald & Joann 
From: Schweinebart, James & 
   Pat 
From: Zirkelbach, Mark & Mary 
 
In memory of Forest Smith: 
Mrs. McAdoo, Maxine 
 
In memory of Warren Tomlinson  
and honoring Hazel Tomlinson: 
From: Tomlinson, Paul 
 
In memory of Sharon Viggers-Clark 
From: Stratton, Margery 
From: Trunnel, Thomas & Melva 
 
In memory of Joey Wilkins: 
From: Wilkins, Dwight & Marcella 
 
In memory of Patr icia Wir tz: 
From: Wirtz, Fred & Family 
 
  Honorar iums 
 
American Republic Insurance Co. 
PUTT –U Department honoring  
Dennis Michener  
 
C&C Cycle honoring “Benjamin 
Smiles”  (Benjamin Mollett) 
 
In honor of Kate Van Roekel from 
Nancy Van Roekel 
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To Everyone at the House The Love Built, 
 
Thank you so much for the compassion that 
was shown to our family when we needed it 
most. One less thing that we had to worry 
about. Our daughter is doing wonderful, We 
will never forget the kindness you showed to 
our family  (our family will collect pop tabs 
the rest of our lives) 
 
Thank you, 
Lance, Jessica and Cadence Brown 

          Abbey & Ashley 

 P.J., Natalie & Drake Foutch 

Pictured left: Kelsi & Kennedy Cran 

 
Pictured left, 
the Keenan 
Family, Ed, 
Amy, Natala-
lie, Aubrey and 
Ella Grace 

The Ronald McDonald House made 
our stay less stressful and the meals, 
laundry, and lodging helped so much. 
Also having other families and staff 
to talk to helped us through this 
stressful time. We are so very grate-
ful for all that the Ronald McDonald 
House does for families of serious-ill 
children. 
 
Thank you 
Abby, Josh & Jane  
 

  Joshua Janssen 

The Staff at Ronald McDonald House, 
 
Thank you so much for allowing us the opportunity to spend 
some time at Ronald McDonald House. We appreciated every-
thing you home offered to us. I couldn’ t imagine if we would 
have stayed at a hotel all week. 
 
Thank you, 
Dan, Traci, Alek, Erik & Emma Goll 

   Pictured above, Heidi & Bailey Seegers 

 
We are so thankful that there is a place 
like Ronald House. The House and the 
people are great. 
 
Merry Chirstmas 
Mike, Tressa & Jimmy Landolt 

          Dalton Bunda 
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    An elegantly dressed crowd danced the night away at the October, “Grand Affair”   
    benefiting the Des Moines Ronald McDonald House. This fun and festive event  
    raised over $27,000 for the House with the help of the corporate table sponsors, 
    individual ticket sales and the enthusiastic bidding on the live and silent auction  
    items.     
 
    Co-chairs, Siobhan Workman and Gina David and their committee; Matt Adams, 
    Larry Baird, Amy Bethal, Kristy Cain, Tom Campbell, Fran Clever, Ralph  
    Dickinson, Shari Doyle, Barbara Karstrom, Cheryl Larkin, Julie Martin, Beth  
    McConville, Brenda Miller, Jim Pech and Heather Weaverling put in many hours to 
    make this an affair to remember. 

Beth McConville helped with the deco-
rating committee. 

Drake students helped decorate 
and also helped that evening at 
the event. 

What happened to Flipside? While Flipside took a 
break, girl band, Liz Lee, Julie Martin, Kristy Cain 
and Shari Doyle took the stage. 

We would like to thank the following “Corporate Table Sponsors” ; Tom Campbell &  Gary Lewis, Commer-
cial Federal, Community State Bank, Dillard’s, Grubb &  Ellis/Mid-Amer ica Pacific, Iowa Foundation for  
Medical Care, Iowa Health System, RVP McDonald’s-Dick &  Pat Mathson, Terrus Real Estate Manage-
ment, Wells Fargo Home Mor tgage and Wells Fargo Pr ivate Client Services. 
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Father and son team, Paul and 
Tim Smith,(Auction by Smith) 
shared their professional auction-
eering skills. They kept the live 
auction energetic. Thank you, 
Paul and Tim.  

Guests enjoyed bidding 
on the 130 packages of 
silent auction items. 
What a great selection! 

This crowd danced the night 
away to local popular band, 
Flipside. 

Des Moines and its’  surrounding communities are very generous. With the help of many business and individuals we 
were able to put 130 packages of silent auction items together and raise this years record breaking amount for the 
House. We would like to say a big THANKS to the following: 2nd Ave. Bait House, 801 Grand, Active Endeav-
ors, Kathy Anderson, Ankeny Golf &  Country Club, Aqua Massage, Archery Field &  Spor ts, Aspen Athletic 
Clubs, Autograph’s, B& B Restaurant &  Bar , Backyard Adventures, Bennet’s on the Lake, Bergman Plastic 
Surgery, Biaggi’s, Bike Country, Blank Park Zoo, Boesen the Flor ist, Bond’s of Beaverdale, Boulevard Spor ts, 
Ron &  Dana Brown,  Br iarwood Golf Course, Buca DiBeppo, Café Radiance, Camille’s, Campus Mats, 
CBRE, Centro, Champps, Chicago Blackhawk Hockey Team, Chips, Coca-Cola Company, Cold Stone Cream-
ery, Comfort Suites, Cookies by Design, Cosi-Cucina, Daniel Boone Spor t Shop, Deck the Walls, Des Moines 
Jiu-Jitsu Academy, Des Moines Marr iott, Dillard’s, Drake University, Echo Valley Country Club, Elements 
Home Spa, European Motorcars, Fashions by The Hall Tree, Financial Par tner  Group, Inc., Fire Creek, 
Lar ina Fitzgerald, Fitger ’s Inn, Fleur  Dentistry, Fratello’s on Eighth, G& L Clothing, Golf Galaxy, Golf Pros, 
Gong Fu Tea, Great Ape Trust, Green Bay Packers, Gr idworks, Hair  FX, Happy Joe’s Pizza, Have A Heart 
Creations, Hometeam Spor ting Goods, Hopkins Spor ting Goods, Hy-Vee, In Goods Hands Massage, Iowa 
State Center , I twin’s Bike &  Sports, Island Tan, Jester  Park Golf Course, Joie De Vie Tea Salon, Jordan Mo-
tors, Joseph’s, KD Billiard &  Dart Supply, Kansas City chiefs Football Club, KCCI-TV, Larry Zach Wildlife 
Ar t, Legends, L iving History Farms, Paul Lovegreen,  Malibu Gallery, Mary Allie Salon &  Kiddles, Maui Jim, 
Meredith Corp, Metro Health &  Fitness, MGM Grand Las Vegas, Midwest Clothiers, Minnesota Twins Base-
ball Club, Minnesota Vikings Football Club, Minnesota Wild, Mueller ’s Sporting Goods, Murphy’s, Nevada 
Bob’s, Nick’s Bar  &  Gr ill, Nirvana Neckwear , Noah’s Ark Restaurant, On-Camera Audiences, Otter  Creek 
Golf Course, Jim Pech, P.F Changs, Pampered Chef, Perennial Gardens, Phat Chefs, Picture People in Mer le 
Hay Mall, Playhouse, Posh Salon &  Spa, Prair ie Meadows, Quaterage Hotel, Rasmussen Bike Shop, Raul’s, 
Redecorating Diva, Rick Mosley Hair , RVP McDonald’s, S& S Scents, Salon Classique, Sam &  Gabe’s I talian 
Bistro, Saturn of Des Moines, Scheels Sporting Goods, Science Center , Settings Inter ior  Design, Silpada Jew-
elry, Simply Tantastic, Siren, Skeffington’s Formal Wear , Slumber land Furniture, Spoiled Rotten Kids, 
StageWest, Stained Glass Store, State Farm Insurance, Stick Shack, Suite Dreams, Super ior  Art Glass Studios, 
TAKI  Japanese Restaurant, Talbots, Teddy Bear  Connection, The Daily Show, The Lagniappe, The Salon, 
The Wine House, Tournament Club of Iowa, Urbandale Golf &  Country Club, Van Ginkle Athletic Mfg., 
Dave Wardell, Ryan Weaver ling,  Wine &  Cigar  Source and Siobhan Workman 

This years Honorary Guest 
was Madison Rial. Madison 
and her family are residents 
of the Ronald McDonald 
House. (pictured left) 
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         RETIRING BOARD 
 MEMBERS 
 

Effective December 31, 2004, four of our 
board members retired from the board. 
 
   Jean Doerge—4 years of service 
   John Jennett—4 years of service 
   Rod Portratz  - 5 years of service 
   Dr. Mark Reece - 1 1/2 years of  service 
 

                          McHappy Contribution 
 
Teena Greenberg, a McDonald’s memorabilia collector has donated items to the 
House on a regular basis. Recently, she donated four 3-D wall plaques; Ronald 
McDonald, The Professor, Hamburglar and Grimace. They are hanging in our toy 
room and they are a fun addition for the children and families that stay here. 

Horizon Elementary, Johnston, Iowa 
brought in many items that the families 
use on a regular basis. Wells Blue Bunny Ice Cream 

has on a regular basis supplied 
the House with ice cream. To 
help us make this product more 
accessible for the families 
Justin O’Connor from Wells 
Blue Bunny delivered a cooler 
with several cases of product 

This group from Principal Financial 
Group spent one afternoon baking 
holiday cookies for the families: Rose 
Clark, Kristin Clary, Amy Wiederin, 
Susan Hertzberg, Linda McCollum, 
Kathy Carson, Mykle Fallis, Sandy 
Barkley-Baker, Chris & Julia Ander-
son 

Summit Middle School from Johnston, IA came to the House on two 
different days in November to help with various duties. Part of this 
group cooked and baked while the part of the group raked and 
bagged. This group not only worked they also brought in many items 
that the families use on a regular basis. 

        PERPETUAL DONORS 
 
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY GEORGIA PACIFIC  S& D COFFEE 
BISSELL    MEDIACOM   TENSION ENVELOPE 
BUNN-O-MATIC   MRS. CLARKS FOODS  WASTE MANAGEMENT OF IA 
COCA-COLA USA   NESTLE   WELLS’  BLUE BUNNY 
DAHLS FOOD INGERSOLL  JERRY &  SHEILA SABIN WINNING SOLUTIONS, INC. 
COLOR FX     
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The Grants Committee met on November 3, 2004 and awarded these five grants. 
American Red Cross, Des Moines, IA - $1,000 for a learn to swim scholarship 
program. 
Sheffield L ibrary, Sheffield, IA—$1,000 for youth reading program. 
Franklin County Wellness Center , Hampton, IA—$5,000 to help construct a 
wellness and recreation center. 
Iowa Health Foundation, Des Moines, IA—$16,000 for a program conducted by 
Dr. Shah to help youth that have been exposed to methamphetamines. 

 
 
Central Campus, Des Moines Schools— 
$20,000 for their Marine Biology program,  
27 school districts have access to this program. 
 
The three Des Moines recipients attended our Janu-
ary 13th board meeting to accept their awards and 
explain their programs. Three of our board and  
grants committee members who are also McDonald  
Owners-Operators made the presentations; Jim 
Baker, Pat Mathson and Teri Nelson. 

 
The money for these grants come from three sources; (1) Dollars raised by the 57 Central Iowa McDonald restau-
rants, thru canister collections, national promotions and pop tab sales (2) Matching dollars from National RMHC in 
Oak Brook (3) Contribution from the Des Moines Downtown Kiwanis Club. Their contribution this year is helping 
fund the Iowa Health Foundation grant. 
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Pat Mathson, Dawn Roberts, 
American Red Cross, Jim Baker & 
Teri Nelson 

Dr. Risiwan Shah, Iowa Health 
Foundation 

4 Marine Biology students accept 
the award for Central Campus 
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Cheryl Larkin, President   Ralph Dickinson 
Tom Campbell, President Elect  Brenda Miller 
Jim Pech, Vice President/Fund Raising 
David Hartman, Secretary 
David Dixon, Treasurer 
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Ronald Askland 
Jim Baker 
Gina David 
Kristy Cain 
Pam Hellman 
Gary Lewis 
Jan Mackey 
 

Julie Martin 
Tom Mass 
Pat Mathson 
Dr. Torrey Mitchell 
Teri Nelson 
Patty Rogers 
 
 

Lorinda Roth 
Deb Sinclair 
David Stark 
Randy Studer 
Shawne Ungs 
John Viggers 
Siobhan Workman 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Michael Murphy, Chair 
Joyce Hoffman  
Patti Rawson, Hospital Liaison & Resident Advocate 
Dr. Mark Reese 
Barb Soifer, Vice President & Chair of Grants Committee  
 
STAFF 
Ralph Dickinson, Executive Director 
Brenda Miller, Administrative Director & Volunteer Coordinator 
Kathy Ickowitz, Operations Manager 
Florence Pueschel, Resident Manager 
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